
Lecture’s Biography

Prof. Alan Deidun, a marine biologist by training, is Malta’s 
first-ever Ocean Ambassador. He directs the International 
Ocean Institute - Malta Training Centre and is a Fellow of the 
Royal Society of Biology (London). He is also an Associate 
Professor within the Faculty of Science of the University of 
Malta and is currently a contributor to the UN’s second World 
Ocean Assessment. He sits on the Board of the Environment 
and Resources Authority (ERA) of Malta and is Malta’s national 
focal point for the International Commission for the Scientific 
Exploration of the Mediterranean Sea (CIESM). Prof. Deidun 
has co-authored over 130 peer-reviewed papers on the main 
thematics which interest him, including coastal and marine 
ecology, biological oceanography, ecology of invasive species, 
Marine Protected Areas (MPAs), Marine Spatial Planning (MSP) 
and dynamics of jellyfish outbreaks, for a current total number 
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of citations approaching 1000 and an H index value of 17.  He has organised the EMSEA ocean literacy 
annual conference in Malta in 2017 and has been bestowed on five different occasions the national 
environmental journalism award for his newspaper columsn dating back to March 2002. He has acted 
as UoM Project Investigator on numerous EU funding programmes for a total funding approaching two 
million euros. He is also currently the Coordinator of the Spot the Jellyfish and Spot the Alien Fish citizen 
science campaigns. 


